
 

 

 

Dear Fellow Aviators, 

My name is Douglas Field and I am 19 years old. I writing this article to gain your support for an 
organisation called “Wings of Life” which I founded in 2010 as part of a Griffith University Bachelor 
of Aviation Project.  

Wings of Life is an organisation which is dedicated to raising funds and awareness for the Royal 
Flying Doctor Service (RFDS). The RFDS is an Australian aeromedical organisation that delivers 
extensive primary health care and 24-hour emergency service to those who live, work and travel 
throughout Australia. Today, the RFDS has a fleet of 53 aircraft operating from 21 bases located 
across the nation and provides medical assistance to over 270,000 people every year – that’s one 
every two minutes. 

Wings of Life’s mission is to ensure all members of the Australian community have the opportunity to 
receive equal and adequate medical treatment. This is achieved through raising vital awareness and 
funds that contribute to the continuous operation of the services provided by the Royal Flying Doctor 
Service (RFDS). 

Wings of Life achieves their mission through hosting events predominantly associated with aviation. 
Our inaugural event was the “Fly In and Trade Show” on the 2nd and 3rd of October 2010 at Archer 
Falls Airfield (Kilcoy, Qld). Despite the poor weather on the weekend, this event was a significant 
success raising $5000 for the RFDS.  

The success of this event was recognised by representatives of the Griffith University Bachelor of 
Aviation cohort and I was offered the opportunity to develop Wings of Life into an annual Griffith 
University Student Project. I have proudly accepted the offer and I am well into the development of 
this project. 

The Wings of Life team of 2011 have organised several events. These are as follows; a) National 
Geographic Live Curious Quiz Night; b) Fly In - Drive In; and c) Flight Around Australia. 

Yes, that is correct, a FLIGHT AROUND AUSTRALIA!  

I will lead a team of 7 aircraft around Australia, departing from Archerfield (Brisbane) on June 24, 
2011, to insure Wings of Life achieve’s their mission of ensuring all members of the Australian 
community have the opportunity to receive equal and adequate medical treatment.  

The flight has been honoured to Barry Uscinksi a passionate aviator who recently passed away. Barry 
was a student at St Joseph’s College Brisbane and went onto work in mathematics at the University of 



 

 

Cambridge. He was a very well respected man and a close friend to one of the pilots who is 
conducting the flight. 

The flight will demand the pilots to fly a distance of over 6400 Nautical Miles! During this trip the 
team will visit places of significance to the RFDS and to aviation history. We will also promote youth 
in aviation through offering ‘trial introductory flights’ and at the completion of the flight provide a 
training scholarship to a successful applicant. Our supporters will have the opportunity to follow our 
progress by satellite tracking supplied by IndigoSat. For more information on the flight please visit 
http://wingsoflife.com.au/explore/australia_flight. 

 



 

 

 

Above image: Douglas Field and his replica Mk26 Spitfire that he will fly around Australia. 

 

 

 

Evidently to achieve the most potential from the Flight Around Australia, the awareness and support 
of Wings of Life must be substantial.  

Fellow aviators I am calling on you for your support! 

Please spread the word of our Flight Around Australia like wild flies! and if you have any ideas or 
contacts who can help us out please pass on my details or bring it to my awareness. 

We have developed an online fund-raising page at 
http://www.everydayhero.com.au/event/wingsoflife. Here you can donate directly to the pilots or you 
can help us fundraise by joining the Wings of Life ‘Supporters Page’. The password required to join 
this page is ‘public’. 

I hope to see the true aviation spirit from all. 

Kind Regards, 

Douglas Field  
phone 0433 569 269 l (07) 54 963 507 
  
email wingsoflifecharity@gmail.com web www.wingsoflife.com.au 
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